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Village  of  Thorhild 

(Revised  November,  1963) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  5-60-2 1-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  13.  This  location  is  56 
miles  north-east  of  Edmonton  on  the  Northern  Alberta  Railway  branch  line 
from  Edmonton  to  Waterways.  It  is  connected  to  Highway  No.  46  by  a graveled 
district  road. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,129  feet  Latitude  54/10  Longitude  113/07 

-3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  Summer  - 59.2  degrees  F. 

Mean  Winter  - 6.7  degrees  F. 

Mean  Yearly  Average  - 34.5  degrees  F. 

4.  PRECIPITATION 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 9.7  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 55.6  inches. 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  - 15.26  inches. 

Note:  Sections  No.  3 and  No.  4 taken  from  the  weather  station  at 
Thorhild. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  the  Thorhild  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits 
is  the  Belly  River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  period.  This  formation 
is  a series  of  light  colored  sandstones  and  shales.  This  horizon  in  other  parts 
of  the  province  includes  dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 

6.  SOIL 

Thorhild  lies  in  the  black  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mainly 
deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

Soil  Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  horizon 
that  averages  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  sub-horizon  is 
brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  horizon  is  usually  found  at  24  to  40  inches 
below  the  surface. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and  they  have, 
in  the  surface  foot,  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter  as 
there  is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soils.  Every  precaution 
should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate.  The  use  of 
fertilizer  to  replenish  the  supply  of  available  nitrogen  and  phosphorus  is 
usually  a good  investment. 

Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good  quality 
can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  crop  rotations  and 
fertilizers  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 
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7.  HISTORY 

The  land  in  the  district  was  first  surveyed  in  1884,  with  the  first  settlers 
arriving  in  1912.  The  original  post  office  was  located  four  miles  east  of  the 
present  townsite.  Mr.  Jardy,  who  was  the  postmaster  at  that  time,  called  the 
post  office  Thorhild. 

In  1914  steel  for  the  Edmonton-Dunvegan  and  British  Columbia  Railway, 
(now  the  Northern  Alberta  Railway)  reached  the  site  of  the  present  Village 
and  they  named  it  Byron.  The  townsite  was  surveyed  in  1916  and  the  survey 
registered  August  11,  1917. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  railroad,  the  buildings  from  the  original 
townsite  were  moved  to  the  railroad  and  permission  was  granted  to  change 
the  name  from  Byron  to  Thorhild. 

On  November  13,  1929,  the  community  suffered  and  dreadful  setback 
when  a prairie  fire,  during  an  extremely  dry  autumn,  destroyed  all  but  three 
or  four  buildings  in  the  village.  Fire  struck  the  community  at  about  8 p.m. 
and  by  2:00  a.m.  the  following  morning,  90  percent  of  the  business  and  resi- 
dential buildings  were  destroyed. 

The  community  gradually  rebuilt  and  on  December  31,  1949  was  in- 
corporated as  a village. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  village  of  Thorhild  is  the  educational,  shopping  and  shipping 
centre  for  a large  mixed  farming  area.  It  is  surrounded  by  rich  flat  land 
dotted  with  groves  of  poplar  and  willow  trees,  which  provide  shade  on  warm 
summer  days. 

At  the  present  time  the  Council  is  undertaking  the  annexation  of 
additional  land  in  order  to  provide  a wide  choice  of  lots  for  new  homes 
and  business  buildings.  When  the  proposal  is  completed,  the  village  area 
will  be  increased  by  at  least  55  percent. 

For  the  sportsman  there  is  good  fishing  and  hunting  in  the  district. 

Rents  average  $40.00  to  $50.00  per  month  with  about  90  percent  of 
the  homes  owner  occupied. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  village  is  governed  by  a member  selected  from  the  council  for  a 
one-year-term  and  two  councillors,  one  elected  each  year  for  a three-year 
term.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  village  in  accor- 
dance with  the  policies  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  Village  hires  one  police  constable. 

One  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Regulations 

Plans  for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings 
must  be  submitted  to  council  for  approval,  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  Installations  must  conform  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act. 

Sanitary  Installations  must  conform  with  the  Provincial  Health 
Regulations. 

Gas  Installations  must  conform  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 
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11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  twenty-one  volunteer 
firemen. 


Equipment 

1 - 1947  - 100  GPM  pumper  with  500  gallon  tank. 

1 - portable  pump,  400  feet  of  2Vz  inch  hose,  650  feet  of  IV2  inch  hose, 
2 - 90-pound  C02  cylinders,  ladders,  crowbars,  axes,  coats,  boots,  etc. 


Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  two  wells  and  is  pumped  into  a 30,000  gallon 
pressure  tank  and  two  reservoirs  with  a combined  capacity  of  20,000  gallons. 
Total  storage  capacity  is  50,000  gallons.  There  are  eight  fire  hydrants  con- 
veniently located  throughout  the  village. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

Land  100%  of  value 
Business  100%  of  fair  value 
Business 
Power 


1963  Net  Assessment 

$ 43,560.00 

406.630.00 

115.630.00 
8,080.00 


Total  Assessment  $573,900.00 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total  Mills 

30  27  4 61 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  Village  - 147.66  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 28.4  acres. 

Playgrounds  - 11.2  acres. 

Miles  of  Streets,  Roads  and  Lanes 

Gravel  Improved  Earth  Total 

Streets  and  roads  2.5  1.5  4 

Lanes  1 1.5  2.5 


Total  Miles  6.5 

There  are  approximately  4,595  feet  of  concrete  sidewalks. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER 

Main  Mileage 

Storm  sewers  nil 

Sanitary  sewers  2 miles 

Water  mains  2 miles 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  village  under  a franchise 
by  Calgary  Power  Limited. 

Rates  - Domestic 

Available  only  for  lighting,  cooking,  domestic  power  and  other  ordinary 
uses  in  private  houses  and  individual  apartments  used  exclusively  for  resi- 
dential purposes. 
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First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.60  gross. 

Minimum  less  30c,  making  $2.30  net  minimum. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  - IVzc  per  KWH. 

The  discount  for  prompt  payment  is  the  difference  between  the  gross 
and  net  minimum  charge.  The  energy  rates  are  net. 

Rates  - Commercial 

Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Demand  charge  - $1.00  per  month  per  KVA. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  100  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  demand  - 5c  per  KWH. 
Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  demand  - 1 Vfeq  per  KWH. 

"Demand”  is  the  maximum  30-minute  rate  of  power  delivery,  expressed 
in  Kilovolt-ampere  (KVA),  during  the  previous  12  months,  and  not  less  than 
1 KVA. 

Minimum  charge  is  the  demand  charge  but  not  less  than  the  domestic 
service  minimum  for  the  community. 

The  above  rates  are  net  rates,  applicable  to  accounts  paid  within  10 
days  of  the  date  rendered.  Net  bills  are  increased  by  5%  and  not  less  than 
30c  after  the  discount  date. 

Power 

Available  in  Commercial  establishments  for  three  phase  motors,  X-ray 
apparatus  and  welding  transformers,  of  aggregate  rated  capacity,  3 HP 
or  KVA,  or  over. 

Demand  charge  - $1.00  per  month  per  KVA. 

Energy  charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 5c  per  KWH. 
Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 3 l/3c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 1 2/3c  per  KWH. 


Discount  of  10%  - 10  days,  based  on  the  dollars  only. 
Minimum  charge  - $3.00  net,  or  demand  charge  if  greater. 


Administration  of  the  County  is  handled  from  this  office. 
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'KVA  of  Installation”:  One  motor  HP  is  taken  as  one  KVA.  The  company 
may,  at  its  option,  estimate  the  demand  or  may  install  a thermal  demand 
meter.  When  a demand  meter  is  installed,  the  billing  demand  is  the  maximum 
30-minute  KVA  demand  in  the  preceding  12  months. 


16.  WATER 


Water  is  obtained  from  two 

wells,  187  feet  and  200  feet  < 

water  is  pumped  into  a 

30,000  pressure  tank,  two  reservoirs  with  a 

capacity  of  20,000  gallons  and  then  into  the  water  mains. 

Flat  Rates  per  Month 

Water 

Sewerage 

Domestic 

$4.00 

$4.00 

Commercial 

$5.00 

$4.00 

Garages 

$10.00 

$8.00 

Restaurants 

$10.00 

$6.00 

Water  Analysis 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids 

1,372 

Ignition  Loss 

102 

Hardness 

20 

Sulphates 

nil 

Chlorides 

386 

Alkalinity 

635 

Nature  of  Alkalinity 

Nitrites 

Nitrates 

Iron 

Fluorine 


Bicarbonate  of  soda,  lime  and  magnesium. 

nil 
nil 
0.5  . 
nil 


Remarks:  This  water  is  chemically  suitable  after  iron  has  been  settled  out.  The 
salt  content,  44.58  grains  per  gallon,  is  harmful  for  people  with  heart  trouble  and  for  hogs.  The 
soda  content,  45.63  grains  per  gallon,  will  corrode  aluminum  and  harm  plants. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  not  installed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cubic  foot  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 15c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 300  gallons.  The  majority  of  propane  users  buy 
direct  from  Edmonton  distributors. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Domestic  fuel  - 17c  per  gallon. 

Tractor  fuel  - 17c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 15,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  local  strip  coal  mines  which  serve  a large  area 
and  provides  the  most  economical  heat. 

Price  - $4.75  per  ton  mine  run,  F.O.B.  the  mines. 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat,  coarse  grain,  dairy  products,  poultry  products,  horses,  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs,  honey,  straw,  sand,  gravel,  coal,  salt. 

6 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Superintendent  of  School,  Justice 
of  the  Peace. 

Municipal 

Village  Office  housing  Secretary-Treasurer,  council  chamber,  Police 
department,  fire  hall,  County  of  Thorhild  No.  7. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  village.  Nearest  hospital  is  located  at 
Radway,  1 5 miles  southeast. 

The  Sturgeon  River  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  providing  the  following 
services:  immunization  of  all  school  and  pre-school  children;  examination  ot 
any  person  residing  in  the  Health  Unit  district;  pre-natal  and  post-natal  care, 
inspection  of  water  and  food  supplies  as  well  as  sanitary  inspection. 

Other  Health  Services 

Doctors  from  Westlock  operate  separate  medical  clinics. 

Dentist  operates  a fully  equipped  office  one  day  per  week. 

One  drug  store,  one  funeral  parlor. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Barber  Shop  1 

Beauty  Parlor  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Northern  Alberta  Railway,  twice  weekly  each  way,  Edmonton  to  Water- 
ways, via  Thorhild. 

Sunburst  Motor  Coach,  daily  service  to  Edmonton  and  Lac  La  Biche. 
Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Thorhild  Tribune  - weekly  - published  in  Edmonton. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Northern  Alberta  Telegraph,  Alberta  Government  Telephone,  Post  Office. 
Nearest  radio  stations  - Edmonton,  CFRN,  CJCA,  CHED,  CKUA,  CBX, 
CHFA. 

Nearest  TV  stations  - Edmonton,  CFRN-TV  and  CBX-TV. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Nova  Scotia. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rate  Licensed 

Corona  10  $2.00  up  Yes 


30.  MOTELS 

Nil. 
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31.  CHURCHES 

Evangelical,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Ukranian  Orthodox,  Ukranian 
Greek  Catholic. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Lions,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Auxiliary 
of  the  Canadian  Legion. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross  Society,  Home  and  School  Association,  Community  As- 
sociation. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  village  schools  are  a unit  of  the  County  of  Thorhild  No.  7 school 
system.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects: 
home  economics,  shop,  bookkeeping,  typing,  drama,  art,  music,  French  and 
Ukranian  languages  are  taught  with  the  aid  of  a language  laboratory. 

The  school  populations  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 


Elementary 

1 - 6 

11 

310 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

6 

130 

High 

10  - 12 

6 

120 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Grand  Theatre 

350 

no 

yes 

Community  Hall 

400 

yes 

yes 

Legion  Hall 

250 

no 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Thorhild  Community  Library  is  located  in  the  High  School.  It  is 
supported  by  the  village,  county  of  Thorhild,  Provincial  Government  grant, 
Home  and  School  Association  and  membership  fees.  The  Library  is  open  on 
Mondays  from  9:00  to  12:00  a.m.  and  from  1:00  to  3:30  p.m.  There  are  approxi- 
mately 2,065  volumes  in  the  Library. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Canadian  Ukranian  Youth  Association,  Scouts,  Calf  Club,  4-H 

Club. 

Girls  - Canadian  Ukranian  Youth  Association,  Sewing  Club,  Calf  Club 
and  4-H  Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  Curling,  Baseball,  Softball,  Badminton. 

Sports  Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink  with  two  sheets  of  natural  ice,  open  air  hockey 
and  skating  rink,  school  gymnasium,  baseball  diamond,  school  grounds  and 
rodeo  arena. 

39.  FAIRS 

Annual  sports  day  and  rodeo. 

Seed  fair  sponsored  by  the  Agriculture  Service  Board. 

4-H  Achievement  days. 
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40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Northern  Alberta  Dairy  Pool,  Alberta  Poultry  Producers,  Co-op  General 
Store,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers. 

42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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43.  SITES 

Residential  and  Industrial  property  can  be  purchased  from  private 
owners  or  from  the  village  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Thorhild  is  the  centre  of  a rich  mixed  farming  district.  There  is  no 
record  showing  total  shipments  of  livestock,  poultry  products,  honey  or  garden 
produce  for  the  reason  these  products  are  shipped  direct  from  the  farms  to 
market. 

The  average  size  farm  is  about  420  acres  in  size,  of  which  190  acres 
are  improved.  The  area  acres  of  principal  crops  grown  are:  wheat  22,  oats 
30,  barley  45,  rye  8,  tame  hay  including  forage  crops  25,  and  summer  fallow 
56. 

Cattle  and  hogs  are  the  principal  classes  of  livestock  raised,  on  the 
average  farm  there  are  20  head  of  beef  cattle,  4.1  head  dairy  cattle,  and  13 
hogs.  Very  few  sheep  are  raised  in  the  district  and  poultry  is  kept  in  small 
flocks. 

Tractors  provide  most  of  the  motive  power  requirements  with  an  average 
of  1.3  tractors  per  farm,  grain  combines  .5,  and  trucks  .76  per  farm.  Over 
80  percent  of  the  farms  are  electrified. 
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45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  20  miles,  west  14  miles,  south  6 miles,  east  9 miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 4,017. 
Village  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 312. 

Village  population,  estimated  November,  1963  - 400. 


